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Abstract

Persian language enjoyed the status of official language
of the subcontinent for centuries. The local took special
interest in it and used this language in every sphere of
life. It is why that even epigraphs and petrographs were
inscribed with this language. Today, Persian epigraphs
are found far and wide in Pakistan. But many of them
could not bear the climatic effect and lost their original
shapes. Only some of them could survive and these
survived epigraphs and petrographs are the focus of
this article.
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Persian language apart from its being the language of religion
and mysticism, was the official and a widely spoken public language
in Pakistan. Thus, it was regarded in high esteem and sanctity.
Therefore, even in the present era of its decline and degeneration,
Persian is put into use on the tomb stones and memorial buildings. The
most ancient Persian inscription is supposed to be the inscriptions of
Qubatul-Islam Mosque which dates as early as 587 A.H/1191 A.D.
Similarly, another one belongs to the year 608 Hijra/1211A.D, and
the other which is located in the city of Badayun in India is the tomb
stone of sheikh Ahmed Khandan which bears the date as 683 A.H/
1284 A.D.(1)

As far as Pakistan is concerned with the basis of our study and
research (2), the history of inscription is traced back from forth
century Al-Hijra that is 10th A.D. onwards. This fact is only correct if
we neglect the inscription of ancient Kuri Mosque in Islamabad which
is said to belong to the 2nd century Al-Hijra but does not exhibit any
date and also Data Ganj Baksh Shrine which is said to belong to
465Hijri/1072AD and Data Ganj Baksh Mosque which is said to
belong to 468Hijri/1072AD.(3)

The earliest text of the epitaph of Zinda Pir's tomb which
belongs to 341 Hijra according to the book "Sanadid-e-Sind"(4), but
regretably the stone has been removed and is not in its original place,
and we don’t know where it is now. Our field research shows that the
earliest epigraghs are related to a mosque in Dera Ghazi Khan in
Punjab province(5) and also in Baluchistan Mosque in770
Hijra/1368AD(6).

According to the research the number of inscriptions is divided
into two areas; the first area is Azad Kashmir, Northern Areas of
Pakistan, province of Baluchistan, Northwest Frontier Province and
Sind while the second area is Punjab province.

The First Area

The first area includes 192 Persian writings. Out of them 161
are marked with the dates and have been recognised, whereas 31 of
them do not contain any date.We regret to say that few of these
inscriptions are only mentioned in the books. Their texts have been
extracted from books and other sources. These include the inscriptions
of Makli which is known as the city of Serenity (7).

Following is the table according to their chronological date
order:



List of the Early Inscriptions and Petrographs in First Area

Name Type Place Ah | AD

1- Zinda pir Shrine | Sakhar Sind | 341 | 952

2-Watta Karl Mosque Barkhan 770 | 1368

Baluchistan

3-Khawaja Sharf-ud-din Epitaph | Makli Thetta | 911 | 1505

Sheerazi Sind

4-Begejan Epitaph | Makli Thetta | 941 | 1534
Sind

5- Shehorbano Epitaph Makli 950 | 1543

The Second Area

The second area of research is the province of Punjab. In this
province research has been carried out in 18 districts, while the
villages lying in the vicinity of these cities have been mentioned under
the cities near which they are situated. A brief account of each city
like Attock, Chakwal, Islamabad, Bahawalpur, Dere Ghazi Khan,
Multan, Lahore, Mianwali, Jhelum etc. has also been given under the
relevant heading order. So there are 187 inscriptions and petrographs
the dates of which are known. Out of these, 35 inscriptions don’t have
dates. Thet total of all of these inscriptions and petrographs comes to
222, of which unfortunately 13 are well-known and they have been
mentioned in the historical and literary texts and books (8).

We have mentioned the early ones in this table according to their
chronological date order:

List of the Early Inscriptions & Petrographs in Punjab Province in
chronological order

Name of Building Type Place AH AD

1. Kori Lamia Masjid | Mosque | Islamabad | 189( ?) | 804( ?)

2. Data Ganj Baksh Shrine Lahore 465(?) | 1072( ?)

3. Data Ganj Baksh | Mosque Lahore 468( ?) | 1075(?)
Masjid (Masjid-i-
Qadeem)

4. Makhdoom Epitaph | Bahawalpur | 758( ?) | 1356( ?)
Jahaniyan
Jahangasht




5. Dera Ghazi Khan | Mosque | Dera Ghazi | 770 1368
Khan

6. Takht-e-Baburi Chakwal 932- 1526-

937 1530

7. Rohtas Fort Jhelum 948 1541

Achievements and Surveys of Early Persian Epighraphs and
Petrographs in Pakistan

Due to the importance of these documents as a historical
evidence, for presenting the Persian language in Pakistan, we show the
contents of these epigraphs.

1. Epitaph of Shrine of Hazrat Khawja Khizar known as Zinda
Pir.
This shrine is located on the rock of one of the western banks of
Rohery River, Sind. The writing is ”; 1 25 Y1568 50 ol 52

2. The Shrine of Hazrat Makhdoom Jahanian Jahangasht
This shrine is located in Uch Sharif, Bahawalpur by its stanza showing
date (LY eak) we can understand his death date through it which is
758Hijri. Meanwhile an epigraph was available with this date, but the
exact place is not known. This date exists in his Khaneqa. The content

of it is as in the following "'?;

uha\eJl%aﬁeM\Qwau)\
Ol D) Dsop 0 ol Cd G5 <8758
3. The earliest and most important epigraph in Pakistan which
is kept in Ganjine Lahore Museum is the Epigraph of a Masjid in
Dera Ghazi Khan in Pujab province. This stone has date, the writer’s
name and the type of writing shows that it belongs to
770Hijri/1368 AD which belongs to the Reign of Feruz Shah Tughlaq
the third dynasty of rulers who ruled over Delhi(720-814AH/1320-
1414AD). The writer of this epigraph is Hassan Jorjeen. In Persian it
is pronounced as Hassan Gorgin. The name of the stone carving is;
Rawal Sindi Zargar whose job was both stone carving and
goldsmith.This writing is a carving on stone and the style is Early
Naskh Calligraphy. There is an explanation of the building date of the
Mosque, its founder and a poem quarter or quadriliteral (=bk0) in
Persian language.
It is interesting to know that this poem was carved on many stone
tombs later.

The content of the text is as the following '";



The first line &/

The second line < (1)) daaae 250

The third line Js ) 25 H5b

The fourth line ool 3¢e 5 (il

The fifth line sk ) ad2 53L& oLl j 8

The sixth line J& 4disn 5 4aall

The seventh line 4=l ola )} by 53 S

The eight line s2 5  dawa 433l 55

The ninth line 4le g 5 Gama 4durd

The tenth line xS s oy oy slaa

The eleventh line 438 au ) 2l (5 53 4S )

The twelfth line faaiud ua s s plai 20 a3AI L

The thirteenth line st 85 exiw Js) ) ol 03518 Kins

The fourteenth line <

The fifteenth line 2l saida ; S & Sl 0

The sixteenth line iled o2i) (So4bdn 4alsa o))

The seventeenth line Jil o355 3 48 (il o S

The last line is 2ila eaidds 4S 25 ) WS 2ial &
In the fifteenth line of this quadriliteral the word «SsS which shows
8sS doesn’t have any meaning in Persian.
4. Persian Epigraphy in Wattakari (MOSQUE)Adjuncant Lagari
Barkhan.
There is no information about this actual location of this epigraphy. It
is not available in the original place. In the book of Tarikh-
Baluchistan the following information has come. The calligraphy goes
back to the reigin of Sultan Feruz Shah Tughlaque. It was built by
Malik Boya Toraini from the tribe of Musiani. It was built on Friday
20" of Zilhajah the 770 AH. The Persian text is as following (12):

i D s s She o ) ase 25 Ly
a3 3l oLl §5 8 el g )3 (s se
sl )l sy 5 20 K Sl ) all 53 ol
3 O 2503 )5l e A3l G5 gl 5
AS Cian oy () o 12k 4y 2 77040 4le p
J.}LAAJJJUA)A\D‘\A.\EMJ(:\AAL)J\JJG\S_}Q
mwcmjé:\%%\};u\) Mucﬁﬁa&)&._\s&sk;iﬂﬁ\d)ﬁ
MW@M&JJJ\ASM\PdﬂbAJ{):}U:\JﬁIaJSu]
5. Epitaph of Khawaja Sharaf-ud-din Sheerazi located in graveyard of
Makli, Thtta, Sind. It was built in the era of Sultan Jam Nazam-ud-din.
According to the writing of Maklinama this tomb had a stone carving
by the date of 911 Hijrah, The text is (13) ;



Af\!\m_)‘sl\dm\}l‘e);f&\.é}

o (pall Gl Al A

911 4 Jo¥) oalen el )8 4
6. Takht-e- Baburi or Thorn of BABURI. Fortunately this thorn still
exists on a rock amidst the high hills of kalar Kahar distric of
Chakwal. Though it doesn’t have date, it is said that Zahirudin Babur
(932-937A.H) ordered to carve this poem on stone. Since this poem
has pen name of Babur, it shows that it belongs to his reign(14).

Gl s 5o 50 5 Jlerst 5 s

G0 Jlgd alle 4S (58 e 40 b
7. Qila-e-ROHTAS (the fort of Rohtas). This inscription is fixed on the
glass door (shishadarvaza) of the fort. It belongs to Sher Shah Suri in
948 A.H. It was ordered by Shah Sultani to relief on marble with the
style of Tholth .
The following is the Persian calligraphy(15):

The first line is; Jb 5 gl 55 405K & yaa )
The second line; dMa el cadia 5 Jea 5 g
The third line; JlS 42l 5 o 50 25 Caai
The forth line is: J)_8 alle Caul ol oliigd
The fifth line is; S0 23 e Galas &40
The sixth line; SUale sald 2l jhalad

Conclusion

In the light of above research we come to this fact that the
most important protected Persian Epigraphy is in the Lahore Museum
of Pakistan which goes back to 341 A.H. No other epigraphy exist till
the 8th A.H. After this date, in 10th and afterwards numerous
epigraphs are available.
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